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EQA is one component of quality assurance (QA), which 
ensures that tests are performed accurately, results 
are comparable and reproducible, and 
errors are detected and corrected 
to avoid adverse outcomes. 

EQA can consist of:

  Panel testing, test of unknown 
material sent by the EQA organizer

  Rechecking of pathological 
materials or microscopy slides

  On-site visit, competency assessment

  Tuberculosis (fl uorescence 
microscopy, identifi cation and DST)

  Tuberculosis (Ziehl-Nielsen microscopy)

  Tuberculosis (GeneXpert EQA scheme)

  Dengue and Chikungunya  (PCR 
determination on blood spots)

  Malaria (routine light microscopy)

  Zika and West Nile

  Other programs under development

Assessment is a critical aspect of the laboratory quality management

IQLS profi ciency testing schemes currently available:
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The surveys are identical for all participating laboratories, 
and the specimens simulate real clinical samples (sputums, 
blood spots, slides of routine smears, etc.) 

IQLS can organize customized and dedicated 
schemes for any number of participating laboratories, 
especially in the fi eld of infectious diseases and clinical trials.

Each of these schemes is supported by an IQLS customized 
online interface allowing for easy survey management, 
grading and report production.
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Participating laboratories analyze the provided specimens 
using the recommended methods and then report the results 
to the organizer (IQLS). The organizer evaluates the results, 
assigns a score, and returns the scores with explanatory 
comments to each participating laboratory.

For each survey, two types 
of reports are provided:

   A general report of 
all the participating 
laboratories’ results

   A unique, laboratory- 
specifi c report 
with fi ndings and 
recommendations 
(confi dential)

IQLS organizes EQA schemes according 
to the ISO17043 standard.


